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Introduction of the Chairpersons 
 
 
Carolin Reichmann 
 
I grew up in Berlin and have a double citizenship - German and Swiss. I started studying at 

Potsdam University near Berlin. In 2005 I switched to St. Gallen HSG where I finished my 

bachelors degree. Currently I am enrolled as a 2nd semester graduate student in the 

Information Media and Technology Management program. Beside my studies I am interested 

in travelling, art and foreign languages. I tried to learn Chinese at university but I can hardly 

order my meal at the Chinese restaurant. I am excited about our stay in Geneva/St. Gallen and 

hope we will have a lot of substantial discussions and of course a lot of fun! 

 
Contact: Carolin.Reichmann@student.unisg.ch 
 
 
Stefan Dandl 
 
I am a BachelorÕs student of Business Administration at the University of St. Gallen, 

Switzerland. I am a German citizen and graduated from high school in Munich, Germany. 

After spending an exchange term in Canada, where I had taken several courses on different 

ÒGlobal IssuesÓ, I have become very enthusiastic about economic issues related to 

sustainability. That is why, I joined Òoikos internationalÓ in 2007 and also was elected on the 

organizing committee of the Model WTO 2008. I am looking forward on discussing this 

exciting topic Ð and the issue of GM food in particular Ð with you! 

 

Contact: Stefan.dandl@student.unisg.ch 
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Welcome letter  

 

Dear Delegates, 

 

Thank you very much for your interest in the Model WTO 2008! We are pleasured that you 

will be working with the Committee on Trade & Biotech and we are very much looking 

forward to this week of negotiations with you in an international environment. With this 

paper, we would like to give you a short introduction on the topic to be discussed as well as 

some pieces of advice regarding how to prepare for the event.  

 

This year, the Model WTO will focus on the issue of ÒTrade & SustainabilityÓ - a certainly 

broad topic that can be looked upon from a lot of different perspectives and angles. It is 

absolutely essential that you really try to get acquainted with your specific topic in order to be 

able to defend the interests of the country assigned to you as good as possible. However you 

should not only get familiar with the topic itself, but also with some technical details 

regarding negotiating procedures of the WTO. Consequently, a thorough preparation is 

inevitable in order to be able to contribute to the negotiations in a sophisticated way. While 

preparing for the Model WTO we recommend you to take notes which might be useful to 

support your arguments in the upcoming negotiations. We certainly believe that you will 

enjoy the process of getting familiar with the world of diplomacy and the WTO in particular.  

 

On behalf of all participants, we would like to thank you once again for your interest and 

motivation as well as for your active preparation concerning the Model WTO 2008. We 

strongly believe that this week will be an unforgettable experience that will certainly expand 

all our horizons. 

We are very much looking forward to getting to know you as well as to successful and 

enlightening negotiations. In the meantime, we send you our kindest regards and wish you a 

safe trip! 

 

Carolin & Stefan 
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A few words on Trade &  Biotech 

 

Biotechnology captures public attention worldwide. On the one hand, people are concerned 

with environmental and health risks, impacts on rural livelihoods and ethical complications. 

On the other hand, some interest groups are convinced of the potential of biotechnology to 

contribute to food security and environmental protection. Moreover, there are also a number 

business interests both in favour and against the use of biotechnology. 

 

Despite a lot of research in this area, there still is a significant amount of uncertainties 

regarding the actual risks of biotech products. In several countries, these uncertainties and 

other concerns have led to severe opposition to biotechnology and given rise to a large 

number of import regulations concerning biotech products. For example, a couple of South 

African countries, banned imports of food aid containing genetically modified corn due to 

fears that farmers might cultivate the corn that could affect exports of grain-fed beef to 

countries with import regulations regarding this issue, such as the European Union. 

 

After the Rio Earth Summit in 1992 and the Convention on Biological Diversity, which had 

emphasized the need to Òregulate, manage or control the risks associated with the use and 

release of living modified organisms resulting from biotechnologyÓ, the topic of 

biotechnology was addressed at the WTO when preparing for the Ministerial Conference in 

Seattle in 1999. While several countries wanted to place biotechnology on the agenda and 

discuss the issue of trade and biotech. Prior to the conference, the US had called for 

Òdisciplines to ensure trade in agricultural biotechnology products is based on transparent, 

predictable and timely processes.Ó Canada wanted to establish a working group on 

biotechnology in the WTO. However, all proposals from different countries were rejected by 

the EUÕs Environment Ministers. 

 

Since Seattle, the subject of biotechnology has very seldom been dealt with in WTO 

discussions, although the topic underlies countriesÕ negotiating positions in related areas, such 

as eco-labelling, agriculture and the patentability of life forms. However, the US, Canada and 

Argentina have addressed the issue of the EUÕs halt on the approval of the biotech products in 

the WTO dispute settlement system in May 2003.  
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Furthermore, additional forums for discussions on trade and biotech are the Codex 

Alimentarius Commission (which deals with food safety standards), the International Plant 

Protection Convention and the World Animal Health Organisation, which are regarded as 

Òinternational standard-setting bodiesÓ in the WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary 

and Phytosanitary Measures. Hence, the debate on trade and biotech is still pursued, although 

the WTO did not really cover this topic in the last years.  

 

 

Genetically modified food 

 

Genetically modified (GM) foods are foods produced from genetically modified organisms 

(GMO) that have had their DNA changed through genetic engineering. GM food was first put 

on the market in the early 1990s. The most common modified foods are copied from plants: 

soybean, corn, canola, and cotton seed oil.  

Controversies surrounding GM foods and crops commonly focus on human and 

environmental safety, labeling and consumer choice, ethics and food security. The biotech 

sector has a great potential to contribute to economic growth what illustrates the industryÕs 

point of view.  

 

Since there is a dispute going on between the US and the EU already since 1998, the WTO is 

struggling with it. After more than five years of no new authorisations for placing GM 

products in the market national safeguard measures concerning the GM products that were 

already authorised at the EU level were put in place. On 13 May 2003 the US requested WTO 

consultation on an assumedly standstill of approval of new GMOs and on national measures 

suspending the use and sales of approval GM products. What the complain was about, was the 

communityÕs alleged inaction on GMO issues. Not as expected the EU legislation or the 

legislation on traceability and labelling of GMO in food.  

 

The Commission authorised he import into the EU of sweet corn in May 2004. After that 

some parties consider this approval to be the first step to unblocking the authorization process. 

Apart from that consumer and environmentalist organisations where concerned and showed 

strong opposition so that the products were not on the market at all.  
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How to prepare 

 

As your performance during the negotiations will depend on your background knowledge to a 

very large extent, it is absolutely necessary to prepare for the event. In order to achieve a steep 

learning curve both prior to and during the event, the following steps will give you some 

pieces of advice regarding how to prepare: 

 

1. Read relevant documents on Trade & Biotech, GM food and on WTO rules in general. 

Some reading suggestions are made in the bibliography. 

2. Make notes while you read and take them with you in order to be able to support your 

arguments. 

3. Be sure to approach the topic from different perspectives. How do NGOs, academics, 

politicians, business leader and experts think about this issue? 

4. Write a short essay on the position of the country you have been assigned to regarding 

a topic under point 5. Explain its current situation and try to find some priorities 

regarding the given topic. Ask yourself, what kind of concessions your country might 

make. Only then you will be able to develop a strategy for the negotiations. 

5. Please prepare a short essay to consider one of the following topics: 

a. State your position on the dispute weather genetically modified food should be 

labelled or not. Explain! 

b. What potentials and risks does the GM food contain? What does that mean for 

the trade and the biotech industries? Explain! 

6. Enjoy! 
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Useful sources 

 

The following textbooks and links provide some good background knowledge on the topic, 

general trade issues and the WTO framework. In order to deepen your knowledge, you might 

find some of the following sources interesting and helpful. 

 

A paper dealing with contradictory positions of the US and the EU about biotech products:  

¥ Matulionyte, Elze. - Transatlantic GMO dispute in the WTO: Will Europe further 

abstain from Frankenstein foods? / Elze Matulionyte. - Basel: Europainstitut, 2004.  

 

Information about GM food: 

¥ McHughen, Alan. - A consumer's guide to GM food: from green genes to red 

herrings / Alan McHughen. - Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000.  

 

Trade and Environment: A Recourse Book:   

¥ www.iisd.org/pdf/2007/trade_and_env.pdf  

 

Southern Agenda on Trade & Environment Ð Biotechnology:  

¥ http://www.trade-environment.org/page/southernagenda/RB_2-2.htm  

 

ÒThe Online Source for World Trade LawÓ: 

¥ http://www.worldtradelaw.net/   

 

Helpful link for understanding the WTO:  

¥ http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/tif_e.htm  

 

Evenett Paper: The WTO rules what we deserve?  

¥ http://aleph.unisg.ch/volltext/evenett_wto_rules_we_deserve_01.pdf 

(Evenett, Simon J. - The WTO rules that we deserve? / Simon J. Evenett., [2005]).  

 

Hoekman, B.M. & Kostecki, M.M. (2001) The Political Economy of the World Trading 

System. 2nd edition. Oxford University Press. 

 

For further research: 
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¥ http://ictsd.org 

¥ http://cid.harvard.edu/cidtrade/issues/development.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annex: Rules of procedure 

 

Chapter I - Representation 

 

Rule 1: 

A country delegation consists of exactly one Head Delegate and one Committee Delegate in 

each of the five committees. 

 

Rule 2: 

If for any reason a country is not able to appoint a Delegate for a given committee, the Head 

Delegate can be appointed to act in place of the Committee Delegate. In this case, the 

CommitteeÕs chairpersons are asked not to let voting on substantive issues take place without 

prior consent of the Head Delegate. 

 

Chapter II - Languages 

 

Rule 3: 

English shall be the working language. 

 

Chapter III - Agenda 
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Rule 4: 

A list of the items proposed for the agenda of the meeting shall be communicated to all 

participants. 

It shall be open to any delegate to suggest items for inclusion in the proposed agenda up 

to two weeks before the meeting. Suggestions shall be mailed directly to the chairpersons, 

together with the accompanying documentation to be issued in connection with that item. 

 

Rule 5: 

The first item of business at each meeting shall be the consideration and approval of the 

agenda. Representatives may suggest amendments to the proposed agenda. 

 

Rule 6: 

The Committee may amend the agenda or give priority to certain items at any time in the 

course of the meeting. 

 

Chapter IV - Conduct of business 

 

Rule 7: 

The Chairpersons shall declare the opening and closing of each meeting, shall direct the 

discussion, accord the right to speak, submit questions for decision, announce decisions, rule 

on points of order and, subject to these rules, have complete control of the proceedings. The 

Chairpersons may also call a speaker to order if the remarks of the speaker are not relevant. 

 

Rule 8: 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may raise a point of order. In this case 

the Chairperson shall immediately state the ruling. If the ruling is challenged, the Chairperson 

shall immediately submit it for decision and it shall stand unless overruled. 

 

Rule 9: 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the adjournment of the 

debate. Any such motion shall have priority. In addition to the proponent of the motion, one 

representative 

may be allowed to speak in favour of, and two representatives against, the motion, after 
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which the motion shall be submitted for decision immediately. 

 

Rule 10: 

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate. In addition to the proponent 

of the motion, not more than one representative may be granted permission to speak in favor 

of the motion and not more than two representatives may be granted permission to speak 

against the motion, after which the motion shall be submitted for decision immediately. 

 

Rule 11: 

During the course of the debate, the Chairperson may announce the list of speakers and, with 

the consent of the meeting, declare the list closed. The Chairperson may, however, accord the 

right of reply to any representative if a speech delivered after the list has been declared closed 

makes this desirable. 

 

Rule 12: 

The Chairperson, with the consent of the meeting, may limit the time allowed to each speaker. 

 

Rule 13: 

Representatives shall endeavour, to the extent that a situation permits, to keep their oral 

statements brief. Representatives wishing to develop their position on a particular matter in 

fuller detail may circulate a written statement for distribution to all delegates, the summary of 

which, at the representative's request, may be reflected in the records of the Committee. 

 

Rule 14: 

In order to expedite the conduct of business, the Chairpersons may invite representatives that 

wish to express their support for a given proposal to show their hands, in order to be duly 

recorded in the records of the Committee as supporting statements; thus, only representatives 

with dissenting views or wishing to make explicit points or proposals would actually be 

invited to make a statement. This procedure shall only be applied in order to avoid undue 

repetition of points already made, and will not preclude any representative who so wishes 

from taking the floor. 

 

Rule 15: 
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If two or more proposals are moved relating to the same question, the meeting shall first 

decide on the most far-reaching proposal and then on the next most far-reaching proposal and 

so on. 

 

Rule 16: 

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall be submitted for decision 

first and, if it is adopted, the amended proposal shall then be submitted for decision. 

 

Rule 17: 

When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal, the meeting shall decide first on the 

amendment farthest removed in substance from the original proposal, then, if necessary, on 

the amendment next farthest removed, and so on until all the amendments have been 

submitted for decision. 

 

Rule 18: 

Parts of a proposal may be decided on separately if a representative requests that the proposal 

be divided. 

 

Chapter V - Decision-Making 

 

Rule 19: 

Where a decision can be arrived at by consensus, the matter at issue shall be included in the 

Final Declaration. 

 

Chapter VI - Records 

 

Rule 20: 

Records of the discussions of the Committee shall be in the form of minutes. These minutes 

shall be made available to all countriesÕ Head Delegates. 
 


